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BACKGROUND:  The Infrastructure and Transportation emphasis is a new option 
and is designed to produce urban planners who work for cities’ infrastructure 
development and management.  
 
Infrastructure is the basic physical and organizational backbone needed for the 
operation of a city.  This option covers any form of infrastructure that is an 
important shaper of the built environment, including transportation, drinking 
water and waste management. This option provides students with advanced level 
courses for understanding, analyzing, and planning complex systems that keep 
cities working every day. Students are encouraged to build knowledge about 
infrastructure from a variety of perspectives, including: planning practice and 
policy, analytic methods applied to infrastructure planning and operations, 
relationship between infrastructure and land use, infrastructure providers and 
their regulation, particular modes of transportation, innovation and equity. 
 
RESOURCES CONSULTED: 
Deans 
Associate Deans 
Department Chairs 
All Faculty 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Before reaching the Academic Programs Committee, this program was reviewed by the 
College Curriculum Committee in the College of ENV as well as the Dean of ENV and 
the Office of Academic Programs.  All concerns raised at those levels were addressed.  
The Academic Programs Committee then conducted campus-wide consultation, as well 
as its own review of the program.  No concerns were raised. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  The Academic Programs Committee recommends approval of 
the semester program Infrastructure and Transportation Option. 
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